
Worship Themes  
 

June   7 - Bible School Program 
June 14 - “Responding to People in  
 Poverty”  - Isaiah 11:1-9 
 Stan Bohn preaching 
June 21 - “Compassion With No 
 Boundaries”   - Matthew 15:21-28 
      (Story of the Canaanite woman) 
 Karen preaching  
June 28 - “Noticing the Unnoticed”  
 Luke 16:19-31 (Story of Lazarus) 
 Karen preaching 
 
Sunday School Schedule 
 

Adults 
 

June   7 - Bible School - No SS 
June 14 - Vicki Adame, Principal of 
 Santa Fe Middle School 
June 21 - Stan Bohn, retired pastor 
June 28 - Pam Schrag, Peace  
 Connections  
 

Children 
 

Summer Sunday School will be  
The 10 Commandments. God has 
made these special rules for all of us  
to follow.  Learn what he wants us to 
do. Food, fun, crafts, and games 
throughout the summer!  
 

June  7 - VBS Program 
June 14 - Commandment #1:   
 Have no gods before me.  
                  Commandment #2:  
  Have no idols.                                        
June 21 - Commandment #3:   
 Don’t misuse God’s name. 
June 28 - Commandment #4:   
 Keep the Sabbath holy. 

“Jesus, the Holy Alien” 
 

“Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me  
  welcomes the one who sent me.”     -Matthew 10:40   
 
One of the great mysteries of our faith is contained in the verse above.    
Jesus challenges us to notice that when we welcome others, we welcome 
him.  When we pay attention to those around us who have no voice, we  
are acknowledging Christ in our midst. 
   
Who are the voices around us that we have neglected?  How have we  
missed seeing Christ in our midst?  Perhaps the deeper question is:  
Do we have the courage to welcome Jesus whose words and actions 
kept him on the margins and even alienated him from his own people?  
That may not seem like an easy task.  The things he said and did were      
not always  welcoming to others.  This gentle, meek and mild Jesus once 
called the self-righteous a “brood of snakes.”   If we would welcome this 
holy alien, what would our world look like?  Perhaps we would not have 
homeless people, no mentally ill men and women wandering in the streets, 
no battered women and children.  Do we have the courage to look inside 
ourselves and be aware of how, in our own self-righteousness, we have 
been convinced that others deserve their misfortune?  Have we seen our 
own good fortune as God’s favoritism and declined to see how our lives  
can affect the lives of others? 
 
This summer the focus of our worship and Sunday school hour is entitled 
Neglected Voices.  Many of the “minor” characters in the Bible have stories 
that are not so minor.  Their stories are part of a larger story.  They lived    
in the margins of society but that does not mean living apart from God.     
As we revisit these neglected voices, 
may our ears be tuned to their modern 
counterparts, voices of faith that we 
might otherwise ignore.  Spirituality 
exists in persons far removed from the 
limelight.  Jesus invites us to break 
through the wall of stone in our hearts. 
We cannot contain him.  We can only 
surrender and welcome him.  My 
prayer is that trusting Jesus will not 
seem so terrifying because although 
life without him seems easier at times, 
life without him is no life at all. 
 
- Pastor Karen 
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Child Dedication on May 10 



An Invitation to Pray 
 

During the time that Pastor Corey is on sabbatical, the congregation is in-
vited to pray.  Pray for safety for Corey as he travels to various places to 
learn and serve.  Pray for renewal to come to his mind and spirit as he opens 
himself to be led by God’s Spirit.  Pray that wisdom will come to him as he 
thinks about how he should lead this 
congregation.  Also, spend time 
praying for Tabor Mennonite 
Church, that it may grow and be 
open to where God might be leading 
us next.  May God meet us in new 
ways as we surround these months 
in prayer. 
 
         Blessing and sending of Pastor Corey 
         as he begins sabbatical. 
 
The Corinthian Plan 
 

The Corinthian Plan is a health coverage plan for all credential and practic-
ing pastors in Mennonite Church USA.  The idea came from the delegate 
body at San Jose 2007 and it offers all congregations the opportunity to 
share in the giving and receiving of resources, much as the Corinthians did 
in II Cor. 8.  The trustees, deacons, pastors and pastor relations committee 
met to visit about what these numbers would mean for our congregation and 
for our pastors.  There will be a congregational meeting sometime to help 
educate and give opportunity for feedback to this opportunity. 
 
Columbus '09 
 

"Breathe and be filled" (based on John 20-21) is the theme for the MCUSA 
convention in Columbus, Ohio on June 30-July 5.  Delegates from Tabor 
include Eunice Nickel, Diana Schmidt, and Pastor Karen.  Other members 
from our congregation will be there working behind the scenes as well as 
our youth.  The musical "The Upside-down Kingdom" will be performed as 
well.  The theme reminds us that before we join with God at work in the 
world, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Please remember this gather-
ing in prayer as issues are discussed such as the Corinthian Plan (a health-
care insurance for all pastors and church workers), capital campaign for 
new churchwide facilities in Elkhart, IN, and more resources for our grow-
ing racial-ethnic congregations.  May God's Spirit breathe within our time 
together so that healing and hope flow through us to the world.     
 
Seagoing Cowboys 
 

A program to honor "seagoing cowboys" will be held June 9, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Bethel College Mennonite Church, 2600 College Avenue, in North Newton. 
The program features a short documentary film about the seagoing cowboys 
who tended livestock sent on ships to Europe and China following World 
War II for post-war rehabilitation. Of the 7,000 men and boys who made 
these trips, nearly 1,000 of them were Mennonite. All seagoing cowboys 
present will be recognized.  The program is free and open to the public.  
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Western District Conference  
 
WDC annual conference 
 

The WDC annual conference will be 
held August 7-8 at Bethel College and 
Bethel College Mennonite Church in 
North Newton, KS.  Congregations 
should begin appointing delegates for 
this annual gathering. Please contact 
Pastor Karen or the church office if you 
would like to volunteer as a delegate. 
Brochures and registration forms will 
be available in June. 
 
Upside Down King musical 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to see The 
Upside Down King, an upbeat, fun, and 
powerful re-telling of the life and minis-
try of Jesus. It will be presented (by 
WDC and Bethel College) at the MC 
USA convention in Columbus, Ohio in 
July. There will also be three “dress 
rehearsal” performances at Bethel Col-
lege, North Newton on Friday evening, 
(June 26), and Sunday matinee and 
evening (June 28). Offerings will be 
received.  
 

This original musical, with script by 
Carol Duerksen and music by Doug & 
Jude Krehbiel (Road Less Travelled), 
features a young adult cast, and a live 
classic rock and roots band. Geared 
for youth and all ages, the Upside 
Down King focuses on the flipped-over 
aspects of Christ's life and teachings, 
including loving enemies, being ser-
vants, and going the second mile. 
  
Retreats for women 
 

You are invited to…an Inward Journey. 
Come join us for a day of reflection and 
rejuvenation! 2009 Retreats are offered 
on: June 26, September 19, and Octo-
ber 9.  Your senses will be touched, 
allowing your spirit to be transformed. 
Your spirit will be nurtured through na-
ture, music, silence, reflection, gentle 
movement, and sculpture and storytel-
ling. The retreat begins at 10 a.m. and 
ends at 3 p. m, including a light lunch, 
for a cost of $20. The setting is LaVerle 
Schrag’s backyard at 222 W 20th Ave-
nue, Hutchinson, KS.  For more infor-
mation, contact LaVerle: (620) 663-
4958 or rschrag2@cox.net 
  
 



 

Vacation Bible School 
 

June 1-5, 8:30 - 11:45 
 

                          Offering for our Mission Partners 
 Joe and Anna Sawatzky 

Serving in Mthatha, South Africa 
 

 
 
Neat is the Answer 
 

The room behind the piano (the NE corner of the sanctuary) houses a lot   
of supplies used by various committees of the church. We would like to 
encourage the committees or persons who use items from that room to be 
more aware of putting your items back into their proper places after their 
use. Please do not just lay the item down somewhere in the room, but rather 
put it where it belongs. Please discard items that are no longer being used.  
It would help to better utilize our limited storage space.  
 

If you are involved in a drama/skit, please return your costume to the room 
at the SE corner of the fellowship hall, and hang it in the appropriate spot 
for “adult” or “youth.”  If you use any kind of props, please return it to 
where it came from.  
 

Thanks for helping to keep our spaces neat and clean and ready for the next 
person’s use.      -The Worship-Fellowship Committee 

Esther-Ordinary Faith musical presented by Children of Light. 
From left to right: Hannah Miller, Reece Hiebert, Carson Voth, Mark Voth, 
Kellen Froese and Jesse Perry. 

 

Coming Up: 
 

Aug. 7-8 - WDC Annual Conference, 
Bethel College and Bethel College 
Mennonite Church, North Newton 
"Becoming a new humanity" 
Tabor is allowed 11 delegates this 
year. Talk to deacon chair Denise 
Nickel or church sec. Kim Funk if you 
are interested in being a delegate.  
 

Aug. 15 - Day on the Farm (note 
change in date since last publication) 
 

Sept. 11-13 - Women & Girls Retreat 
at Camp Mennoscah. The theme for 
the weekend is "Our Kaleidoscope of 
Life."  Karen Andres and Marcene 
Entz will be the principal speakers  
offering their  “Mary & Martha” skits. 
 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 1 - Anabaptist Vision 
and Discipleship at Hesston! “Learning 
the Bible in Life-giving Ways:  History, 
Hooks, and Heilsgeschichte."  Discover 
how the Bible's stories are connected to 
each other, and how God has worked in 
history to "solve the sin problem.”  
Celebrate Hesston's centennial year!  
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“A capable wife who can find? She is far more 
precious than jewels.” -Proverbs 31:10 
Pastor Corey, Hannah and Rachel honor 
Nancy and all mother’s on Mother’s Day. 



 

Mennonite Church USA  
 

Spiritual awakening 
 
“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to 
what lies within us.”                                                    —Oliver Wendell Holmes 
 
This quote from the famous 19th-century writer and poet captures a dis-
tinctly Christian truth—it is the character of our belief, the nature of our  
values and ideals that make the difference—not only the achievements of 
the past or the opportunities and challenges of the future. 
 

These are days of great challenge. The worldwide economic crisis touches 
all of us; some dramatically. Some congregations contain employers who 
have had to lay off workers in the same congregation. They sit side by side 
in the pew. Tent villages of dispossessed and homeless workers sprout on 
the west coast. Our government is experimenting with an unprecedented 
economic stimulus, even at risk of creating a huge debt for future genera-
tions. Global warming is melting the ice caps and Greenland glaciers.  
 

Our world cannot survive based upon greed, unlimited consumption and 
nonrenewable sources of energy. Are these realities also spiritual issues for 
us? Holmes had it right—what is within us will make the difference. 
 

We in Mennonite Church USA are due a spiritual awakening. Our witness 
comes from the inside-out, not outside-in. The power of spiritual awakening 
cannot be acquired through church mergers or their offspring in churchwide 
agencies, area conferences or schools. The current challenges are of a    
magnitude that only our faith, our inner strength of conviction can address.  
I used to tell pastoral interns “Who you are means more than what you     
can do.” 
 

God is on a tireless mission of awakening us to our inner strength through 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Our focus on ourselves, our institutions and 
congregations are not God’s “end game.” No, the salvation of creation and 
all that is in it, the world and all who inhabit it, happens only when our  
hearts are right with God; when our eyes are looking for, and joining in, 
what God is doing all around us.  
 

Risky as it may appear, this is perhaps a time not to save all of what we have 
acquired in the church, but to let go of anything that has become only self-
serving. Transformation is about what is inside us, not what is outside 
us. Before resurrection always comes death. 
 

   -Jim Schrag, Executive Director of Mennonite Church USA 
 
 
 
 
Stewardship 
Update 
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New Books added to Library 
 

7 Steps to End War & Save the Planet 
by Steve Ratzlaff 
Sommerfield Trilogy and  
Kansas Weddings  
by Kim Vogel Sawyer 
 
Museum Happenings         
 

June 13 -- Goessel Garage Sale Day. 
Since Mennonite Heritage & Agricul-
tural Museum doesn't have a ga-
rage, we are planning a lawn sale. We 
welcome items you'd like to donate to 
this cause. Please bring them to the 
museum by Friday, June 12.  
  

June 21 -- Second Annual Antique and 
Classic Car Show, 1-5 p.m. $2 general 
admission. No entry or registration fees 
for show car owners. Requesting and 
accepting all vehicles regardless of 
condition from 1900 through the 1970s. 
For information and registration contact 
Donavon Schmidt at 620-67-2391 or 
620-386-0651. Rain date June 28. 
 

Reception of new members: 
l to r: Diane Loewen, Sara Unruh, Nick 
Unruh, Corey Miller 

 

2009 Budget 
 

$288,742 
 

Goal through 
May 24 

 

$138,818 

Giving through 
May 24 

 

$109,919 


