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Caring Connections: Giving and Receiving Care is a community seminar 
sponsored by First Mennonite Church in Newton. The seminar will be held on 
Saturday, January 30, from 8:00 - 12:00 at the church, 429 East First Street. 
The speaker is Laurie Oswald Robinson who will be speaking on grief/loss, 
other types of care giving situations, and biblical/personal guidance on giving 
and receiving care. The cost is $10.00. Please call 283-0273 to register or 
pick up a brochure registration form from our church office.  
 
On the Bulletin Boards: 
ê Life Enrichment at Bethel College—schedule for Spring Semester. 
ê Parenting Classes sponsored by Communities in Schools of Harvey 

County. Various classes begin Jan. 14, 11, and 20 and meet into Feb. 
ê Sing-Along concert in Overland Park, Ks, Jan 30.  To benefit the Arts 

in Prison program, founded by Elvera Voth. See bulletin board for 
complete details. 

ê Bishop Richard B. Wilke to speak in Faith Church, Newton, Jan. 17, 
7pm. Details are posted. 
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God’s Peace starts with you 
 

“Peace is not something you wish 
for; It's something you make, 
Something you do,  
Something you are,  
And something you give away.”       
  -Robert Fulghum  

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
January 3, 2010 

Offering    =   $ 5,961.10 
Adult S.S. =   $       81.19 
Jr. S.S.     =   $        6.55 

 Attendance      =    135 
Attendance      =       71 
Attendance      =       10 



Nurturing Community: The Prayer and Envisioning team shared common 
threads through Tabor Church history.  The thread of building community 
through nurturing relationships is fostered by the Quarterly Fellowship 
Committee.  This group plans such activities as Night with the Wingnuts and 
Mennograss/Miller Barbeque. However, there was no interest expressed for 
this ministry on the commitment sheets.  Will this thread be lost in the 
tapestry?  If you feel God calling you to help on the Quarterly Fellowship 
Committee, contact Carrie Unruh for more information.  
 
Welcome: All women are welcome to join our first Willing Helpers meeting 
of the year.  Bring a foil wrapped potato with your name on it. Meeting date 
is January 20, 9:30 a.m. Spend the day in fellowship, working and worship 
with your sisters at Tabor. Roll call: A conflict in your mind between frugality 
and concern for the earth. 
 
A car will be going to Hopi Mission School, leaving on January 19. 
Please send or bring Campbell's labels and Boxtops for Education to the 
Western District Conference Office in North Newton or Whitestone 
Mennonite Church in Hesston by Monday, Jan. 18, for cost-free delivery to 
the school. 
  
The Mennonite Men of the Plains are sponsoring a Saturday afternoon 
Biblical Storytelling workshop led by Dr. Tracy Radosevic on February 20 at 
First Mennonite Church in Newton. It will start at 3:00 p.m. and conclude at 
5:00 and includes a soup supper so participants can stay for her Sacred 
Storytelling Concert in the evening. Cost will be $25 for the first registrant 
from a church, $20 for the second, and $15 for each additional beyond two. 
Three registrants from a church will provide a free scholarship for workshop 
and meal to a student either from that church or a local church college. To 
encourage youth participation, student scholarships are available for $12.50 
each. For registration or more information, contact Larry Temple at 620 241 
7435 or thetemples@juno.com  
 
Volunteer Clerks & Greeters Needed! - Newton Et Cetera Shop is 
currently taking applications for clerks who would work any of the following 
shifts: 2nd, 4th, 5th Tuesday mornings; Wednesday afternoons; Friday 
mornings and afternoons.  All shifts are available for those interested in the 
greeter position.  Et Cetera Shop receives and resells quality donated items 
to benefit our community and the work of Mennonite Central Committee. 
Call or stop by anytime during business hours for an application: 619 N. 
Main Street, 316.283.9461.  
 
Mennonite Disaster Service: The 2010 annual meeting of Kansas MDS 
will be held January 17 at 2:30 pm at Hesston Mennonite Church. Jeff 
Blackburn, pastor of Greensburg Mennonite church will be the featured 
speaker.  He will talk about the challenges of recovering from disaster: 
personally, for the church and for the community. Everyone interested in 
MDS is invited to come. 
 

                                                                             

Baptism Power 
 

Gathering  
 
PRELUDE             Deloris Schmidt 
 
*GATHERING HYMN          “I owe the Lord a morning song” No. 651 
 
WELCOME & GREETINGS Worship Leader, Fred Schmidt 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PREPARING FOR WORSHIP CrossRoad 
 
PRAYER 
 

Praising God 
 
*SINGING OUR PRAISE            “Praise him, praise him!” No. 100 
 
HEARING THE PSALM            Psalm 29 Faith Exploration Class 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN WORSHIP  “Praise God from whom” No. 119  
You are welcome to fill out the friendship brochure and place it in the offering bag.     
 
CHILDREN’S STORY              Jill Brandt 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 
HEARING THE GOSPEL                 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC          “River of Jordan” -Hazel Houser          CrossRoad 
 
HEARING THE NEW TESTAMENT               Acts 8:14-17 
 
SERMON                    “Baptized . . . or just wet?” Corey Miller 
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Responding  

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH No. 776 
 
SONG                           “Spirit of the living God” No. 349 
 
SHARING AND CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  
 
*HYMN OF HOPE             “Lord, I am fondly, earnestly”   No. 514 
 
*BENEDICTION                     from Isaiah 43 
 
POSTLUDE                       
 
 
 
 

T o d a y  
 

 
When Jesus was baptized, he experienced an empowerment from the 
Spirit unlike any other.  Baptism is an outward symbol of an inward 
change and with it comes transformation.  Receiving baptism waters 
means more than getting wet; it means being renewed in our witness for 
God’s mission. 
 
This morning, you are invited to remember your baptism experience and 
ask God for a fresh outpouring of the Spirit that declares your 
belovedness before God.  We are so glad that you are here with us in 
worship.  
 
This morning you were greeted by Pamela, Brent and Samuel Abrahams and 
Kathy Schroeder and Richard Drake. Please note the friendship cards in the 
songbook holders and fill one out if you have requests or if you are a visitor and 
place it in the offering bag.  
 
Childcare is provided by Nancy Schroeder in the nursery.  
 
On the table in the foyer are Prayer Request Cards. You are invited to fill 
one out if you have a request and return it to a pastor’s box.  
 
10:45 a.m.— Sunday School for everyone.  
All college-age people are invited to Les and Cynthia Goerzen's home 
right after the Tabor Church service for devotions and visiting, followed by 
lunch.  
 
-Pastor Karen is studying at AMBS and will return on January 22. 
 
 

Prayer Requests Continued 
 
ê Mennonite Mission Network: MMN workers are training 30 church 

planters in South Asia this month to effectively use business to multiply 
congregations in areas of persecution and extreme poverty. Pray for the 
safety of these leaders and for Christ’s shalom in their family lives. 

   

ê Mennonite Education Agency: Pray for returning and new students at 
EMU and Bluffton University as they return to campus today and into 
the joys and challenges of study and living in community.  

 
 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s   
 
5 Thread Follow Up! On November 1, members of the prayer and 
envisioning team shared about the 5 threads that have been important to 
Tabor in the past and are crucial for hanging onto in the future.  We had 
over 100 people participate in break out sessions where many interesting 
things were shared in intergenerational groups. Those results are posted in 
the basement and you are invited to read them and add comments or sticky 
dots to those items with which you resonate or have a passion for.  The 
envisioning of Tabor’s present and future is the task of this congregation. 
These posters are an attempt to continue the conversation as we all 
prayerfully live into the future. 
 
The Envisioning Conversation Continues! During the rest of January, 
each adult Sunday school class will be invited to reflect together on some 
questions and scriptures that have come from the prayer and envisioning 
process.  Pastor Corey will write a curriculum that teachers can utilize in 
their respective SS classes on January 17, 24 and 31.  Then, on February 
7, we will have a noon potluck meal and our consultant John Simmering will 
be present to share with us more about guiding us through change.  We 
hope you will take advantage of these opportunities to keep envisioning 
Tabor’s future with us! 
 
Learning about Immigration: During the month of January, we have the 
opportunity to learn more about immigration and how it affects our friends at 
Potter House Mennonite Church.  Violeta Ajquejay and Berni Kaufman will 
be presenting three sessions on immigration, January 13, 20 and 27.  The 
class will be in the basement, starting at 6:30 p.m.  Please consider 
attending these sessions and learning how we can respond.  
 
Coming Soon:  Fireside Chat – January 24, 2010! The upcoming annual 
meeting will feature a “fireside” story-telling evening as we hear about the 
ministries of Tabor over the past year. All will be invited to this cozy “fireside 
chat” atmosphere set up in the church for this evening. The TMYF will have 
dessert bar (fundraiser), and you will be able to take hot drinks and sit in 
chairs around the fireplace to hear the stories.  Come and celebrate what 
God has done at Tabor in 2009!  
 




