
I Saw a Tree by the Riverside 
 

Refrain: 
I’ve got roots growing down to the water, 
I’ve got leaves growing up to the sunshine, 
and the fruit that I bear is a sign of the life in me. 
I am shade from the hot summer sundown, 
I am nest for the birds of the heaven. 
I’m becoming what the Lord of trees has meant me to be 
a strong young tree. 
 

Repeat 
 

Text and Music: Ken Medema © 1976 Word Music LLC. All right reserved.  
Used by permission. CCLI # 1187500  
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Living in the Peace that God gives: 
 

Though it hardly seems possible now, we cling to the  
hope that God’s City will be established in the gift of the  
new heavens and the new earth. Our work is to live by  
the customs of the new City before it has fully come to be. In this way, 
the church draws the world to God. We hold forth not a condemning, 
but a welcoming word. All nations are invited to come to this City. And 
the quality of our interactions as a community will be a stronger witness 
than our words. The vibrancy of our worship will be a beacon of light 
that draws people home from the long darkness they have endured.   
   

                       -Gerrit Scott Dawson, "Called by a New Name"  
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